
C o n c e p t  n o t e

The Africa Social and Behaviour Change conference, the first of its kind seeks to establish a platform that 
brings together practitioners and stakeholders to showcase theory, effective mechanisms, methodologies 
and learnings within the African context. Africa is characterized by a high youth population, commonly 
described as opinionated and disruptive. Other conferences have engaged the youth through pre-conferences 
or side events both of which are not preferred. ASBC 2019 will therefore engage this group through a 
tailor-made program dubbed-the ASBC YOUTH challenge. 

Background: 

How does it work?

 i.  Showcase your ideas to a global audience consisting of thought leaders and experts.
 ii. Network with potential partners, mentors and employers

 
 Submit your idea by filling in the ASBC Youth Challenge registration form. Concepts may be presented in the 
following formats: video, PDF or MS Word.  

The challenge is specially designed for youth aged between 18 and 24 years 
Who is the ASBC Youth Challenge for? 

How can the youth participate?

Why participate in the Youth Challenge? 

ASBC will get the youth to propose ideas of how they can address issues that affect them like unemployment, 
technology, agriculture, society, health and be present through the conference to present and engage their 
ideas alongside thought leaders, senior government and private sector leaders; giving them the recognition 
and presenting an opportunity to infuse their disruptive ideas in shaping a better world for their future.

Y o u t h



C o n c e p t  n o t e

Behavioural motivation is influenced 
by geography, history, culture, beliefs 
and a host of other factors. Increas-
ingly there has been need to contextu-
alize solutions that are SBC driven 
from a more localized perspective, 
showcasing culture and region-spe-
cific issues. This theme will speak to 
creating an African context-specific 
platform to highlight SBC interven-
tions that are largely affected by cul-
tural diversities, e.g. Is there a specific 
youth culture in your country? How 
does this culture affect the uptake of 
social change interventions (can be 
related to health, agriculture, technol-
ogy etc)? 

Technology has been used as a 
catalyst to advance development in 
many other fields such as agriculture, 
finance (e.g. mobile banking, mobile 
savings & the online stock market) and 
health (m-health). The youth have 
played a huge part in development of 
technological innovations – given their 
ability to grasp, adopt and stay abreast 
with new technology. Submit impact 
stories on how you have used 
technology to achieve social change in 
your country. Alternatively, showcase 
your ideas on the use of technology in 
achieving social change.  

Social Behaviour Change cuts across 
and can be implemented within several 
disciplines. There has however been a 
gap in bringing these multiple sectors 
together to further leverage individual 
works for more impactful output. 
Collaboration across different stake-
holders (e.g. government, civil society 
and private sector) and various sectors 
(e.g. health, environment, transport, 
agriculture and economy) has not been 
effectively done thus far. How can you 
address this gap in order to enhance 
cross-sectoral synergy and create last-
ing SBC solutions?

Theme 1. The intersection 
between religion, culture, 
gender and SBC in Africa: 
myth or reality? 
 

Theme 2. Leveraging 
technology to transform 
SBC in Africa

Theme 3: Breaking the silos: 
Working across sectors

With the youth making up almost 70 per 
cent of the African population, the 
continent faces a challenge in ensuring 
that all youth have access to affordable 
and quality healthcare. Governments 
are waking up to this reality and putting 
in place policies that promote universal 
healthcare. As a young person, what 
would you do to ensure equal access to 
affordable and quality healthcare in your 
country? 

Sustaining SBC beyond donor funding
Internationally, the Social Behaviour 
Change Communication (SBCC) prac-
tice has experienced rapid growth since 
the inaugural SBCC summit in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia (2016) and the follow up 
summit in Bali, Indonesia (2018).  
Majority of SBCC strategies deployed 
are heavily donor reliant and cannot 
carry on without external support. How 
would you take SBCC to the next level 
that involves local ownership and 
support of emerging solutions? How 
would you present and entrench SBCC 
as a case for public-private partner-
ships? 

Imagine a situation where you under-
take a youth-led project. How would you 
measure your success and impact on 
the youth? 

Alternatively, how would you address 
some of the challenges facing the youth 
in your country (pick from either 
unemployment, healthcare, HIV, culture) 
and how would you proceed to measure 
and demonstrate the impact of your 
initiative?

Theme 4: Role of SBC towards 
achieving universal healthcare

Theme 5: Entrenching the 
practice: 

Theme 6: Taking stock of SBC: 
demonstrating impact 
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